
As we have reached the halfway mark of our academic 

year, we can take the time to reflect with gratitude 

and how very fortunate we have been during the first 

six months of this year.  

During summer the entire school community went on a 

beach picnic to Grotto beach. From a braai at Piet se 

Bos, to swimming and playing beach bats, it was a won-

derful outing and good time spent together. Thank you 

to all that made this outing possible.  

In April our School had its second successful Open Day. 

Various groups of visitors were taken on guided tours 

of our School, classrooms, therapy centre and Mercury 

hall. Each class had prepared a presentation for the 

visitors either a song or a recited poem. Our learners 

were also given an opportunity to present their school 

work and proud to display the arts and craft works. 

After a successful day, tea and pancakes prepared by 

Teacher Johanna Gardiner were served in our residen-

tial home. We would like to thank each and every visitor 

for their time and interest in our school; it is greatly 

appreciated.  

Camphill Schoolõs Annual General Meeting took place 

mid April in St Johnõs hall. The Audited Financial 

Statements for 2015 were presented and adopted at 

the meeting, Mr Don Adams was reappointed as Auditor 

for the 2016 financial year. We are happy to report 

that Ms Naomi May from Child Welfare Hermanus has 

been appointed as a new board member. Thank you to 

all the board members, staff and parents of our learn-

ers who attended this meeting.  

Michele Lorton our Deputy Principal and I met with 

Annelien Crous and Koos van der Westhuizen from  the 

Department of Education, who visited the school to 

verify our learners on the Centralised Education Man-

agement Information System (CEMIS), to ensure that 

we had accurate and verifiable psychological and / or 

medical assessments for each of our learners.  Annelien 

Crous, Deputy Chief Education Specialist and Koos van 

der Westhuizen, Senior Physchologist, visited our 

classrooms and gave valuable support and guidance. We 

look forward to their next visit.  

In May we had to say good -bye to our beloved teacher 

Rumbi Nyamakura Kamber, after 9 years of dedicated 

service to all our learners and staff .  Dearest Rumbi, 
you will always be part of our Camphill family. Thank 
you for your commitment, love and heart - felt interest 
in every single learnerõs well-being. We wish you well in 
all your future endeavours.  

Thank you to all the parents, staff, learners, friends of 

our School for your valuable support during the last six 

months.  

Enjoy the winter holidays!  

Jeanne- Mari è Botha  

Principal  
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The German co-workers treated the Teachers and our 

learners to an amazing fun day at the beginning of 

June. 

We were so impressed with their organization and 

creativity. They supplied everything, they organized 6 

activity ôstationsõ throughout the school: A photo booth 

(with fun props), portrait painting, a play dough work-

shop, they tie -dyed t -shirts, face painting and circle 

activities.  

At the end of a busy day we all went to Cloister house-

where a German õfesõ had been organized for us: 

scrumptious cakes and cookies, all beautifully deco-

rated.  

We were very honoured by this special day and say a 

big THANK YOU and FAREWELL to our wonderful co -

workers. It was a day always be remembered.  

Michele Lorton  

With winter fast approaching, it is hard 

to believe we are already at the end of 

our second term.  

Our learnerõs sports day took place on 

the 20 th  of April. Our learners started 

the day off with a relay race around the 

school building to get the team spirit 

flowing. They then proceeded to take 

part in a variety of activities from tug -

of -war, hurdle jumping to a potato and 

spoon race. Each class was dressed in a 

specific colour to represent their team 

and fun was had by all.  

This Heritage Day was celebrated by 

the entire school. Each class had an 

opportunity to present an act or reading 

to symbolise what this day means to 

them. Teacher Michele proceeded to 

explain our flag and all the colours that 

are represented whilst Teacher Suzette 

played the piano and encouraged us to 

all sing along to the memory of Nelson 

Mandela. 

Our Senior Classes went on an educa-

tional trip to Cape Town along with their 

teachers and German co -workers. Dur-

ing the school terms the learners have 

spent most of their time learning about 

the history of our country. It was then 

arranged that we visit the Iziko mu-

seum, the Planetarium and the Cape of 

Good Hope Castle. We would like to 

thank Mr. Geoffrey Weir our Chairman 

of our board for providing our learners 

with this wonderful experience; it was a 

history lesson to be remembered. In 

addition we would like to thank Teacher 

Karin Sinclairõs son, who sponsored our 

picnic lunch for the day. Thank you from 

the bottom of our hearts.  

We would like to thank the Hermanus 

High School Interact Club that came 

and spent another day with our Kinder-

garten and Intermediate classes. A pool 

party was planned but the weather did 

not play along, instead we played games, 

blew bubbles and had a lovely picnic 

indoors.  

We cannot wait for your next visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a quarterly basis we visit retirement 

villages within Hermanus, to sing for the 

elderly as a thank you for the ongoing 

support and love they show towards our 

learners and our School.  

We would like to congratulate Karin von 

Maltzahn, our Vocational Phase Teacher, 

for receiving her 3 year National Pro-

fessional Diploma in Education from the 

North West University. What a great 

achievement. 

During the busy six months, the teach-

ers managed to visit Vera and  Khanyisa 

schools and the Centre for Creative 

Education training on Tuesday the 24 th  

of May.  

On a sad note, we bid farewell to 

Teacher Rumbi, who dedicated nine 

years of service to our School and 

learners. You will be sorely missed by 

all. We would like to express our grati-

tude to Class Assistant Lonel for taking 

the reins until this role has been filled.  

We look forward to our winter break 

and the second half of the year ahead.  

 

The Teachers  

 



 

 

We started the new year off at 

Homelife with a new addition to our resi-

dential home. Jack is a 7 year old boy, he 

is the youngest in the home and the 

older learners love having him around.  

Most of our learners are growing up so 

fast, we have a house full of teenagers 

at the moment. In March we had a lovely 

birthday party for Jamie -Lee, who 

turned 19 yrs old. Thank you to all our 

staff and the co -workers, who were in-

volved to make her birthday a special and 

memorable day. She received lots of 

presents and her most favorite gift was 

a CD player and now she listens to gospel 

music whenever she gets an opportunity 

which puts a big smile on Jamieõs face.  

During the summer we had lovely outings 

to Grotto Beach, The Petting Farm in 

Stanford and the Fernkloof Nature Re-

serve, where the learners had a wonder-

ful time exploring and enjoying the out-

doors. Thank you to Clint and his wife Jill 

for the lovely volleyball game at Grotto, 

we look forward to playing again.  

Last month we were surprised by two 

special visitors from the Hermanus High 

School, Shana Horn and Alissa Co-

etzee. Alissa is a finalist for Miss 

Teen Commonwealth. These 2 young 

dynamic ladies have visited us at 

the school frequently and have 

Camphill close at heart. They de-

cided to initiate a food drive cam-

paign throughout the Hermanus 

community. Food bins were placed 

in several busy food outlets encour-

aging shoppers to support this ini-

tiative. From radio interviews to 

press releases the word spread and 

we have received a considerable 

amount of dry foods and cleaning 

products. Thank you to these ladies, you 

have made a huge difference.  

It is again that time of the year when we 

sadly have to say goodbye to our German 

co-workers. They have been with us since 

August 2015 and have supported and 

assisted myself in our residential home 

and in the classrooms. Their commitment 

and passion for our learners will be 

sorely missed and will never be forgot-

ten. We wish them all well and truly hope 

that our paths cross again in the near 

future.  

Winter is here and we enjoy sitting 

around the fire every evening with a cup 

of hot Milo whilst listening to the stories 

read by our co -workers. A firm favourite 

is Barney and Harry Potter stories 

amongst Shaun and Pieter.  

Thank you to Margaret, Elaine, Lucky and 

Hans for keeping our home a happy one.  

 

Angela Coetzee  

 

Swings, slides and things  
This year started off on a busy note and for those of 

you that read our last December edition will be happy 

to know that our Foundation Phase project is underway 

and near completion.  

With financial assistance from the Association of Cam-

phill Communities in the UK and NI (AoCC) we were able 

to repair both Kindergarten and Dawn house roofs (our 

Vocational Phase classroom) and sorted out the ongoing 

drainage problems around the houses.  

With the additional playground area we also needed to 

build a passageway leading from the playground to the 

classroom. With thanks to the Hermes Trust in the UK 

and Vincent Brogan another jungle gym has been pur-

chased and fencing around this area will be erected in 

the beginning of the third term.  

Improving our security is always high on our priority 

list and additional measures have been put into place 

throughout the school and the grounds.  

We welcomed Rushweld Johnson to our maintenance 

team a few months ago. He is also one of our dedicated 

and responsible bus drivers.  

I would like to thank my team and we are all looking 

forward to the upcoming projects for Spring.  

Clint Fouche  
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